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What is Phonics?
✔ Children have daily Phonics sessions. 

✔ This involves the discrete teaching of phonics to 

support reading. 

✔ Children are taught to read by breaking down words 

into separate sounds or‘phonemes’. 

✔ They are then taught how to blend these sounds 

together to read the whole word

✔ There are around 40 different sounds.



Phonics Terminology
• Phoneme is the smallest unit of sound 

in a word e.g. c-u-p  c-a-t d-o-g
• Grapheme is a letter or a number of 

letters that represents a sound 
(phoneme) in a word e.g. ai  igh

• Segmenting consists of breaking words 
down into phonemes (sounds) to spell.

• Blending consists of building words 
from phonemes to read.

  Both skills are important.



Phonics Terminology
• Digraph is when two letters make one 

sound e.g. oa in boat.

• Trigraph is when three letters make 
one sound e.g. igh in light   

• Split digraph is when two letters are 
not adjacent e.g. a_e in cake.



Phonics Terminology
• VC, CVC, CVCC and CCVC are 

abbreviations and describe the order of 
graphemes in a word.

e.g.
am (VC – vowel-consonant)
Sam (CVC – consonant–vowel-consonant)
Slam (CCVC – 
consonant-consonant-vowel-consonant)
or
each (VC – vowel-consonant)
beach (CVC – consonant–vowel-consonant)
bleach (CCVC – 
consonant-consonant-vowel-consonant)



At Hazelbury, we use 
‘Monster Phonics’

Monster Phonics is a highly-engaging, 
structured, synthetic phonics 

programme. It accelerates learning by 
allowing children to learn new graphemes 
by using monsters to group graphemes for 

recall and to provide an easy and fun 
memory cue for children.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJsIpcXdI7Y

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJsIpcXdI7Y


Structure for the daily Phonics 
Session (30 minutes)



Phonics – Continuous Provision
Different activities are included within continuous 

provision to engage children in Phonics and develop 
their understanding.



Sounds that will be taught this year in Year 1







Monster Phonics Books



Parent Guidance
https://monsterphonics.com/monster-phonics-for-parents/

https://monsterphonics.com/monster-phonics-for-parents/


What is the phonics screening 
check?

✔ Every Year 1 child in the country will be taking a 

statutory phonics screening check in the same 

week.

✔ The check is very similar to tasks the children 

already complete during the phonics lessons. 

✔ The focus of the check is to provide evidence of 

children’s decoding and blending skills.



What is the phonics screening 
check?

✔ The focus of the check is to provide evidence of 

children’s decoding and blending skills, not to test 

their vocabulary knowledge. 

✔ It is a Nationwide assessment and all children in Year 

1 across schools in England will take the test at the 

same time.

✔ For Year 1, the Phonics Screening Check will begin 

on the week commencing: Monday 8th June 2025.



What will the children do?
✔ The Phonics Screening check will take approximately 

4 to 9 minutes to complete. 

✔ The children will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and 

blend the sounds together. e.g. d-o-g = dog

✔  The check will consist of 40 words including 

non-words (pseudo words, i.e. fake, nonsense or 

alien).  

✔  Children will be told if the word is a real or‘alien’word, 

with a corresponding alien image.

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=phonics+segmenting&start=83&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&addh=36&tbm=isch&tbnid=4hkhmDNNH3HuvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/2012/03/07/phonics-help/&docid=Lh1Yvg-kLUVVQM&imgurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/dog-phonics-flashcard.jpg&w=630&h=400&ei=aOh9T9W9H8v58QPSi7GmDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=625&vpy=221&dur=41&hovh=179&hovw=282&tx=180&ty=82&sig=117638893342511017181&page=5&tbnh=149&tbnw=253&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:83,i:9
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=phonics+segmenting&start=83&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&addh=36&tbm=isch&tbnid=4hkhmDNNH3HuvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/2012/03/07/phonics-help/&docid=Lh1Yvg-kLUVVQM&imgurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/dog-phonics-flashcard.jpg&w=630&h=400&ei=aOh9T9W9H8v58QPSi7GmDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=625&vpy=221&dur=41&hovh=179&hovw=282&tx=180&ty=82&sig=117638893342511017181&page=5&tbnh=149&tbnw=253&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:83,i:9


Examples of 
words



How will it be administered
✔ The children will complete the check one to one in 

a quiet area of the school.

✔ We are not permitted to indicate to the children at 

the time whether they have correctly sounded out 

and/or blended the word. 

✔ Year 1 AHT and Deputy Headteacher will conduct 

all of the screening checks with the children in 

Year 1 and 2. 



And the results...?
✔  The children will be scored against a national 

standard (threshold yet to be determined by DfE)

✔  We will inform you whether your child falls below 

or within this standard.

✔ If your child’s score falls below the national 

standard in Year 1, they can re-take the Phonics 

Screening Check again in Year 2.  



✔ Encourage your child to use their sounds when looking at any 

type of text – books, posters, signs, etc

✔ Listen to the Phonics Pronunciation Guide to ensure that the 

letters are sounded in a ‘pure’ way

✔ Read with your child every day and encourage them to:

• Sound out, re-read to check it makes sense, and use pictures 

for clues.

• Ask questions about the book

✔ Most importantly enjoy reading and promote a love of books!

How can you help?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s


How can you help?
✔ Keep the Phonics sound mat with you when you are doing 

reading/writing at home and test the children on the sounds.

✔ Write the sounds on a separate piece of paper so that 

children get used to seeing them without the colour and just 

in black print.

✔ Use the practise test pack given to you by the teachers, and 

practise reading the words and identifying the ‘special 

friend’ sounds in each word.

✔ The split digraphs are the hardest and usually where 

children lose marks. Please practise these as much as 

possible.



How can you help?
                  ** VERY IMPORTANT **

✔ Please refrain from taking the children on holiday during term time.

✔ The Phonics test is just after the May half-term, and if children are 

absent for longer than when school starts, it is likely they will forget all

their learning, and not pass the phonics screening test.

✔ The best form of practise is to ensure they come to school 

everyday, 

and if your child is invited to a booster group after school, please allow 

them to attend this too.



Let’s go through some words 
together:

Step 1: 
Find the ‘special 
friends’ aka the 
digraphs/sounds.

Step 2: 
Blend it together and 
read it.



Let’s go through some words 
together:

Step 1: 
Find the ‘special 
friends’ aka the 
digraphs/sounds.

Step 2: 
Blend it together and 
read it.



Let’s go through some words 
together:

Step 1: 
Find the ‘special 
friends’ aka the 
digraphs/sounds.

Step 2: 
Segment/chop up the 
word into two or three 
parts.

Step 3: 
Blend it together and 
read it.



Past Paper Practice at home:
 If you would like to practice using past papers 
at home, all you have to do is search:
✔  Google > Phonics screening past 

papers > Gov.uk > 
✔  Scroll down to ‘Phonics screening 

check resources’.



✔ Children can practise their phonics by playing 

games online. The children particularly like –

✔ Go to :  http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk

✔ Go to: https://www.phonicsbloom.com/

✔ Go to: https://timeforphonics.co.uk/phonics-games/

How can you help?

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://timeforphonics.co.uk/phonics-games/


Phonics - Any questions?


